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23 OCTOBER SAAR REFERENDUM

BT iz & iittle over two weeks from now, the Saarlanders will holid 2

refere engum 0n ce nce or rejection of the vguropean Statute,”
fundar the Saar g8’ defense and toreign affairs would be the
respunslbility of the Westera Buropesan Union, the 1000 s8q. mi., ares
would achieve internal political autonou;jund close economic iies to
¥rance would be continued.

s #ejection would have serious consequences for Frepnch-Germsan re-
iztions, since the "Europesn Statute” is part of France s price
ror the Paris Accords "package” (wvhich permitted Wesl Gurme
vearansent ), |
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A¥. A vigorous-eemd amst%-m M&nti-"ﬂtatute' ampaign in the
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sd\PProyed @%&B&%ea&?t‘z‘w;r iler expectations, which foresaw approval by

& S9UstARtis] swiority,

A voervwen pariies, heosed in the Saar until the refeverdum

CEmpELisn opened is late July, have whipped up much artionalist
peiliment smong ke million Baarlanders (almost all of showm
Sre Dermany,

SN TR pro-Geragn parties argue that, should the THtatute” he

rejecied, Framce can then be forced to make san agreonsnt op

Hasr more favorable to Cerman interestis,
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A]&%Fove'mﬁbr%t&;' Dvehors :ﬁmwmpﬁﬁpﬂn&ae digceses include
the strongly Catholic 8sar, have indirectly indicated dis-
approval of the “"Statute” by failure to disafow pro~arman
propaganda claime that the Church opposes it.m

A, The ﬂniy known poll (izaken in early Sep) showed a hé&vy me tority
of Ssarianders opposed to the “Statute.”

L&f. However, in the past hanth, pro~"8tatute” forces--ied by Basr premicr
Johanues Hoffmann and his large Christian People's Party-—~bave Bteged

& vounterpttack,

AT Pro-"Glatule” campsigrers are Btressing the lack of sn ¢ifective

gt

arternsptive to the prmjaateé settlement, and plugpling the Fasrm

Ea

hetter economic prospects under the "Statute.”
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B, PRarly rowdyi of 'y n u" 00 has alienated
" Approved For Relbasmaboo/081%o AAhirTSHtote5AsMeggsRaze
Some Saarlanders who were originally inclined to oppose the

“Statute, ™

aefi A lttzegenf bg‘i?e papgizaniss&ry in Saarbrucken, on 27 Sep,
bmv("vote according to your co;science") has deflated claims by
pPro-German leaders that the Church opposes the UStatute,.”
D Hoffman's Christian People's Party has shown its confidence in
a favorable ocutcome by vBting almost unanimously in a 2 Oct
party éonzresu not to reverse its position favoring the "Statute"™

(such a repudiation had been urged for party tactical reassons),

25X1X » bas privately
in mid-Bep) a 60% favorable vote, although both Fremch

ea3d German politicisns ap

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA RB“BWAB&)’GOOOSOOH -2

LR
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raising political dangers in the Baar,
A&. Should the "Statute" win upproval only byA arrowv margin, pro-
German disturbances might follow.
A LEm fipected announcement by WEU of its intention to créate
a special 1nternationn; police force, ready to intervnne
in the Saar should disturbances develop, vill probably have
a restraining effect en pro-German bully boys.
121 Under these circunstancos, the pro-Germans would probably

confide themselves to a campaign to vote Hoffmann cut of

office in the special 4 Dec '55 Landtag elections.
B

,. Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000600050013-2




.B: Should the "8  tute" bem by a nax w margin, the French ;
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would be encouraged to reimpose direct controls, to include the

banning of pro-German parties and putting off the Landtag elections

until they are next regulwrly scheduled (1957). :
4. Any such French reimposition of controls would infuriate 4

Hest German opinion, Adenauer's foreign policy would suffer 4
a hlow over the collapse of such a key eiement ir the present
Frapch-German rapproschement.

f. 17 the "Statute” is rejected by a substantial margin, it is Iikely ¢

toni o the ¥rench would accept some arrasgment for temporary contiog

arion of WEU control of the Saar, pending megotiation of i new ﬁl=

dGeergdimend

-
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P £ it is atill pos"éle that the réf:ténﬂum witl be postponed., This

.
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possibility may have been discussed at yeaterday's (5 Oct) mecting

of Faure and Adenauver,

k.

French see postponement as a means of‘uaking the electorate

more fully informed on comsequences of the vote.

Timing ofﬁennouncenent on WEU international police may alszo have

been part of Faure-Adenauner talks.

A third subject may have been a French-proposed Jbint French-
German "declaration" on the forthcoming referendum.

However, we have not yet received any details of the Faure-

Adenauer meeting.
-7—
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